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and of the threats of the military party.   Bismarck again dis-
claimed all responsibility but when he was asked the meaning,,
of the instructions sent to the ambassadors some time back
concerning the menace of French armaments he had no reply to
make.1

For a fortnight or so the German papers made interesting
reading. The semi-official press tried to show that Russia had
never seriously doubted Germany's peaceful intentions, the
unfounded alarms of England and France had been due to
"petticoat" and "ultramontane" influence. Lord Odo Russell
supposed that the Empress and the Grand Duchess of Baden
must be meant, for Bismarck believed them to be "consistently
plotting his downfall"; but Lord Derby's speech in the Lords
on 31 May evoked at last an official notice in the Reichs und
Staats Anzeiger, which admitted that a certain anxiety had been
caused by French armaments, but which denied that Germany
had ever entertained warlike plans.2

Bismarck himself retired to Varan on 5 June, and was to
remain there in seclusion till November, but he thought it advis-
able to express through Biilow to Lord Odo Russell his disap-
pointment at the tone of Lord Derby's speech. He regretted to
find that the understanding he thought he had established with
England was not so deep as he had hoped, and was sorry that
Lord Derby had not sought to find out through Count Munster
his real sentiments. The aggressive power in the past had always
been France and not Germany, and he could not understand
Great Britain's sudden want of confidence in his policy. He was
grieved not to find any sympathy for Germany or himself in the
speech, and feared that its tone would only encourage France in
her military preparations. Russell urged that Lord Derby's
action in offering his services to dispel misunderstandings was
in itself proof of cordial relations, of sympathy for Germany
and of admiration for Bismarck, and he dismissed as unfounded
any fears that France would redouble her efforts. "... No one
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Saburov, but not Russell*

'Printed in Plehn: Bismarcks auswartige Politik. p-349-